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THE HEROINE — The heroine is always in love,
generally with the hero, but in some instances with a minor
character. She is lovely, patient, incorruptibly constant, and
very much oppressed. This rule is almost arbitrary; hence
nothing more can be said about her: pass we, therefore, to.
(Real Nature and Novelists’ Nature, Chambers’ Edinburgh
Journal, December 2, 1843, pl)
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The stories which have the heroine, so to speak, for their
hero, supply abundant instances of picturesque effects, due to
the contrast of firmness and sympathy, strength and
tenderness, self-dependence and self-surrender, "sweetness
and light," in the central figure. The strong independent
woman, quite able to take care of herself — and other people
too — becomes transformed, without being changed, into the
loving, dependent woman, who finds her chief joy in thinking
the thoughts, and feeling the aspirations, and taking on the
will of another than herself.
(Sophie Bryant D.Sc. Lond, Short Studies in Character, 1894,
p130)
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Perhaps the most remarkable fact in connection with the
genius of this wonderful writer, is the immense variety of his
characters. In almost all other fictitious writings, we
recognize the same hero, appearing in different forms —
sometimes seated on an eastern throne, and sometimes
presiding over the rude ceremonial of an Indian wigwam;
while the same heroine figures in the "sable stole" of a
priestess, or in the borrowed ornaments of a bandit’'s bride.
But the people of Shakespeare amongst whom we seem to
live, are in no way beholden to situation or costume, for
appearing to be what they really are. They have an actual
identity — an individuality that would be distinctly
perceptible in any other circumstances, or under any other
disguise.
(Sarah Stickney Ellis, Guide to Social Happiness, 1847, p155)
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Plot interest is the life and soul of the epic of whatever
country or time. A narrative of stirring transactions, with
hairbreadth 'scapes, and moving incidents by fire or flood, full
of breathless interest and painful suspense, with trials and
difficulties getting thicker and thicker around the path of
hero and heroine, to be triumphantly and marvellonaly

dispersed in the end — these are the magician’s materials for

IS <SRN 48 S R IZE D

engrossing minds young and old, and for converting sober
reality into a fairyland of day-dreams. The wide variety of
this species of literature, and the changes that it has
undergone between Homer and Virgil, and downward
through medieval romance to the novels of the day, would
require an elaborate delineation, which has been repeatedly
attempted in the more lengthened works on the history of
literature. The greatest and most important peculiarity in the
recent course of such productions, is the endeavor to make
what is exciting in plot and character coincide more and
more with what is real in life; so that the readers may not
have their minds preoccupied with false and deceptive
notions as to the current of the world and the characters of
men.

(Epic Poetry, W. and R. Chambers, Chambers’s information
for the people, New Edition Vol.2, 1856, p750)
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