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I remember the much-knowing smile with which my father’s face was
indefinitely lighted up as he stood looking at me, while I, half unconscious to
most of the things of this world, was nevertheless clutching his gift gladly to
my heart. The hideous darky was soon converted by my nurse Fanny (my
mother called her Fancy, because of her rare skill with the needle and her rich
decorations of all sorts of things) into a beautifully dressed footman, who was a
very large item in my existence for years. [ thought my father an intensely
clever man to have hit upon Pompey, and to have understood so well that he
would make an angel.  All his presents to us Old People, as he called us, were
either unusual or of exquisite workmanship.  The fairy quality was

indispensable before he chose them. (163; my emphasis)
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Yet, were there any cause, in this whole chaos of human struggle, worth a sane
man’s dying for, and which my death would benefit, then — provided, however,
the effort did not involve an unreasonable amount of trouble — methinks I might
be bold to offer up my life. If Kossuth, for example, would pitch the
battle-field of Hungarian rights within an easy ride of my abode, and choose a
mild, sunny morning, after breakfast, for the conflict, Miles Coverdale would

gladly be his man, for one brave rush upon the levelled bayonets. (246-47)
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