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Abstract

Everyone has something to say about English, or English language education, in
Japan, but why is it such a big issue any way? The paper tries to answer the ques-
tion by looking at recent discussions on English language education and examining
possible problems with the guidelines provided by the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology.

Recent introduction of English language education into the primary education,
as well as enterprises announcing their English-as-their-official-language policy,
has invited many laypersons, as well as educators, to claim why English does (or
does not) matter. Discussions around those new policies seem to revolve around
ambivalent discourses: English-as-an-asset discourse and English-as-a-threat dis-
course. Such ambivalence is nothing new. In fact, it has always been found in the
history of English language education since the Meiji era and in Japan’s language
policy. Therefore, revisiting the history will help understand where Japan current-
ly stands.

The speed of recent globalization in business spheres only helped fuel the dis-
cussions on what kind of English language education should be provided in
schools. Unfortunately, the Ministry of Education has not come up with a success-
ful guideline. The major problem, as many researchers point out, is the lack of
general principles of what students are expected to attain. In other words, there is
no concrete explanation on what kinds of English language proficiencies the stu-
dents are expected to acquire, and for what purposes. Without any concrete lan-
guage policy to speak of, there is little wonder why people are left with feelings of
disappointment and frustration.

Trolling relevant literature also led the researcher to other possible aspects such
as the history of English language examinations in Japan, the issue of ethnolin-
guistic identities, and the status of English as an international lingua franca, also
suggesting that collecting and listening to the learners’ ‘voice’ is necessary to take
the research to the next step.
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. INOLOFEEDIHPNT VD L) REFBLRFETHIIOT S D I EWRFEBRE
DEHTH VG THL LIEZFTR LV, DEVST, KWEILED->T, HRADIEFHEEFE
LWL EIZLELRWVIRD) IZEFEOMEL ETELES RV, EWHIHET, LETHS
EWITEL TV AREICE T EERFT 2 R T 2008RKRFOD ) ot 55 L, 22 FTH
DL EDTERV, THZLHEANE LTOE - REZIFTREOHENEN T L DL,
[RHE OB VI E S EEIIRE L EREEHBEBL W) bDEdoTE AL 20 DT
HhHEVH)FER] (KFE2009:18) 25, EEHFEIHEDLLIOIEZITANLNGZWTHA ),

[z YEE] 2EERIPLEGDS, VI T ETENERELBIF-HFRGEEETDH
LS, [MEZBHFE] OBFENFESNEVE T, ZLTEOEEIHL2ICEIN2VEE, BRD
[eng | & TATEDEE | [ ZRE L Tnd L LRz v,

L. [fEkE] o574 2a3—2

HADFEZEHEF IAEHRIID L. &5 VITHROEELUE O HNEO BT THROEE R
HARADGHEICH L, EDHABEZONLET A AT— A2 BERTLEZEWEIZE VW, 714 bV E
—FH LB THLZOERVPFHRIUEZONLDDICE, NFTICHENM L2 KR
(%) a2 O HAROEEHE] (2009). FEES [EEHEFTCOS L&) (2009) 721F
ThHRAMERANENO [AAREFCVS & &E—UFEOMK O LN T] (2008) HEbH D,
o [fef] 3. #R. [EDXH) REFEO D%, MDD, EOLRVETRELTLDN]
Fldo&d )& wIE, [a3a=r—Tarf] 503 [HRAHEE] tvozhnTw
LRITLPERIEFELAETONERBELZIRRL T b o 72 HRBKF R LRHE SRz L &
HWREV, bokd, HEH (2009, 2011) 25— ADOFEFEE L EFRIFEEMMICL 20EM %
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9720, Bfi (2010) BUOTTOERICOHIIIZ LB LEEMmLIN, Lwo/l L
A BHARFEINVITOEMDASFRLTVALZ LDV ELTOH LI e 2E2LE, [BE] 2
FICEELZM LT 201E, —OHRADPHLER TTEIT2HAZ T TITRELZE V)
CERLEBIWABEDL D Lk,

IV.WEEZDLSBE3T4 Ay a VAEATIHLT
—BmeTATYT 4T 4 —

HARICBIFZFEFELEFEHFOD ) iz o T, DLEDO LI IZIEFICED Z b o 7231
BBDEBELDZEL ) D EHEPHE., H5VIXEOIFCREAT L I BLAH,» S 1E, B
HEEZDCH>THFAELBVDT A N= I HFHoTH L EZF) LD, BEEICE LT
FEHELDERLEH LTIV OO, FFEIZOWTOFE T LD X ) ZRiEGm & 137 5 5w,
ZHE, HEICBIFAEESHEL L [BHH] ZTRTELRVZ LN 5,

HHEREOFE PO FHEBERB L EIANE) O TNFEFTICEFbNTEL I L7725,
FEREBEOACIMEBIRL T ATV T4 T4 =2 BN T L2l wn) &I hIC
BWTKRKECED (Guiora 1983; Gardner 1985; Horwitz, Horwitz and Cope 1991), % 2T, iE
BERWET L2 EDPH L L ZAIZBULTFIETAE LT, #H (2011) 1ftESH
559 7%, ERRREMSOLPCTIEHAREIERLTLE) L) ERL, [HANTHAGE
KU LARTNEL D FEA, RO HAEIIHRADOIZDOL D15 TT ] Lwv ) &
(ibid.: 168) %, HAFEDAAR® [EFE| THHY ARAD [HLEFWE] THLLLRFICLEL
Tl a5Vl vy E2 (ibid: 170-173), FIZIZAARE M2 BN 2 T SEINL D
BOENPLIFEAIERTE 2R TTHY, 4 2EBERIVHIREGEETRETHL L
W) FiR (ibid.: 173-182) FTOEEN A,

CHNEHARZFICRON72HRLTIE RV, BEEFEEDS, 2O UIMRMOLEE L LT, £
LTEDORBIIEHEOLEE L L COMBHELRML T, HFELVIHIFHELZMBMLTT T, 77
VA DE L5 3 — 1y SFEEE T H AT ICID T & 7S (Phillipson 1992) OHIT, K5
DIRVRELOD o720 BIZIE, v L= TILISETLEA F ) A0S OMIT ORI, M DS &
LT, TNETIIEEIRNHETH > 72D A T~ L — 2 7 (Bahasa Malaysia) % [EFE -
AHFELED, HELIL— YV THETIT) & L7z (Jenkins 2009) , HEFEDHIRH LB OLH T
HbHERDLOTHIE, EEIWTEEDORET £ 7~ F 15 14— (ethnic identity) % BiEE &
WLIAEE b A7 D (Jenkins 2009: 59) DIFTHEHNE, BRIET ATV T4 714 —~DEE
R QN RGP AR AR = I

COEIN, BEPHENRTAT Y TAT4A—ORMTHHUL, HEEEWIREE, HF
LI, Bl o2 OMOERHUERE LA Z 5 Z LITIIEESH b, HEFEHEF O
BIEZ K-> TOREMPHAT 20, HAAD 2K A LS TIT LTHAREORTEN (%
NAMMZRTNESTBE) PREFENICOBUEMICOLETH L Z 8T hoTnbd—k
T, WEFEMTLIHEIVHAESCHARANDTA TV T4 74 =BEbNIDTIEE W) fEE
PREZ VNS, ADPHIBLAZVOIZ, S0V LVDIR, LT [HEHEZMHZD
[AARAN]] THY, [HRA] ELTOTATF T 1474 —%%{ LTLEo>TRRVITFARW, &
VIR, HRAD [FEEHEH] (&1 2008) 2% EZFH) L VIBERL T2 T 58mo%»
WX SR SNAE ($K 2001; B 2011; #: [ 2011) o
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Ll YHERED 2VIIEZS5E% (2 2] L) ICho/z Nid, RLBIE—-FHELHKE U
WITATYTATA—RRIETAT YT 474 —%%K)DTH? ) H, Pavlenko (2006) (&,
AN HNBDLNETNFY VAN - AE=T =05, B SileihTERL > 72 KIS
GolzbBHODM, TNELEIERLETVWLOR, 72, SibICHEIT L2802 EEGAHET L L
ik L TV b oM (language selves) L& & — A2 L FBREL TV A D2 (a single self) %5
72Ol I —F4y b EOT = MEEE T o7z (bid: 6), GREF1039% (LMET314. B
308%) WL 722 OFAIL, Pavlenko HH 2D 5 & )12, [MEHITRY 23 - 720 F LI
BHE26%, B FE30%., LSS HE33% &, BERFT LT ZANOEENEHLET
88% & 72 % ‘elite bilinguals’ HLOEMTHL L, Z0OL L PEAWICHIELZFAIZ Y OTE
o) LIEMFTHLZ b, SiklCHEST A MFELTHAZLTH S (bid: 7)o L
L. SOF Y TVDREYIE, OB EENLFELHD (self) IKOWTERZLHILL VLA
IME, LB CHEBRBEWASEFIHFETE L WE S (bid: 7-8), iR LT, B F
BT TR o7 THCD] (different selves) # &L 5 7 & w9 BRIZH L. “many emo-
tional responses” (% < DIFFIEEICH SN LEE) 258 -7 (ibid.: 9) o KLFTEEZ KT
SIZEBLLZY (B 1 YES; 000000000 yes!) , i DFEzE 2 Ei-721) (1 o absolutely, defi-
nitely) &\ o722k Z b o 72\, FRIWEK OGS E LT LI LITERA L SN 5 AKDOZ
Loz by Z2H, NAL NV FYUHN - AE—=H =128 o TRIFFICHEIRL 5R
L5HDTHHI L ERET S (bid: 10)s £ LT, &RD65% 12dH 72 5 [HZ# )5 different selves
ZRELTWALRHELLZL L, TOEVHEHRLZOFHLLTEHRELI Y > THUN %
WEZHNBEL DD THL I L e D FLOEANEH o722 LHPFRIEV, Fil Lz
NTO & DDpackage TH 5 &9 E 2 1, one-language - one-personality discourse (—DODF
FEIL—DODANEEV) T4 Aa—A) RERLTBY, Thid, /¥ -2 AT47 - AE—F—
W TEEL2WER D FEEID) BT 2 XboFTERRICE o TITEI§ 2 LB H D ], [ 1T
4 A= —DFELFICHL A EDE T TERbhw] L) FHENREZIZL S
HZE2H5HETHS (ibid.: 12),

LFEO Pavlenko DIf3EIE, [HREL M2 2 HARN] 25, D% L LD FEEL M- TV B REITHA
AT AW EEEZRET 55020, LTFLbZ) TN WwHd H 5, Pavlenko Dl
ENEETBLERTE-SHEUNOFELE-SHEENrZNMEVEEL S T2 5 A5 T
HY., FLZDRBEAERYCEDP SEBESTELM VLD OFoTELAETH L, D
F7o, ENENOFHEL R DG CHEOfi- TRAEBRPH L (B 0 77 v ANT, iR
AFYATHIZDF72MEH % L) (Pavlenko 2006) —J7. HAANTIEEFEE x5 &1
WoTh, ZORFEE AT 4T - A= —LAIHE L THFEELT L LN FETIidve
LWABLZNTHHS ) L, FIZOTF 550, HEENO WS S QW (FRRP#H) TWo b
DR & —FE12, LW NT = U BERETH A 9 LB biLs DT, one-language - one-person-
ality D ERATH WITREMEIZIR V. 10RO BARANDBIENA ) Y HVDEZAXD, OO Fik
oot (HARE B 5 %) ®Dbilingual and bicultural identities = & T TV 1) T & 7286+
%o 7-Kanno (2003) Of%ed . 7 ¥ OBMIE & HARNFEOW )T I258 > TV 72 EF O FEER

VR, BHOENT LY (BEFE19%. CFEMICKCFRTE) OF T, HFELFEL T 5
WCIEHARFEZFE L CWAIREHDD A, HL5VIEHGTO LENEDLDLEELLINE ) DEZATHT:
(2012465 H1TH) o BN R F AANTRESHEANE VI ZEZ BV, LD R Lo
BRTHo7 BEENERLEZVOPEZL L), L) &, [FETHTES > THLHARETHZ
T PEZTVENL | [ZZFTHEEE— FICHIEKD Lo T [HEFESLOBZ R H 5 (13
EPFENHGD L DI > T0E 5T R, ) ELFEELIDLITTLRVL] R EDFMHE- TE 72,
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EHRIGO T DORBEEFEST-2S DM L2bDTHELEDT, HFFLwv) REDOHT,
Yol (LKEFE) LWV EESEE. DT IADLEPTHICDT T RERICEFT S S hiz
FAAT=2A%WoTHY), HAORTHEEZ BT LR OHAKRANEEELEELIE)FED
72> TWAIETTH A,

SEETNOH N, HELVESEETAT VT AT 4 —DHWIEIZIE, M5 2OEDH
b, L) Z Ll Sapir-Whorf hypothesis ¥ FF HH S 2 LB L DAPELTNE I L TH
b, L2L. #5E% EFL (English as a foreign language) & L C., 2% ) Kachru (1992: 356) ®
EFLOEZRZ M) UL, BENTIRIFICMOHRN RS2 VEEE LT, FRoK/E LT
FROBDOARANIE 5T, ZOEFESENZIFALRITEIEENR, 74 7071 71 — ICgH
#5.2500EARPTH S,

FHRELTAT VT4 74 —OEHEL V)M S L, Dornyei SFEH EDself (HT) &7
ATV T4 T4 —DEHTICRELMEAT S, L LTWwAZ EA5 (Dérnyei 2009137%0) . 4
BIIZOFEE LI VERCIEY FIFLZ T, ELTWEZDV RO 500 Litkv,

V. A% OB $t

BW»SH, SHIEOHARIZEIT 2 5E5EL KD 2 P OICHID o TE 7205, HARTHEEE
BEDCoTSESERBRNLZENLDIIMO LI - 722 & TlE R, FEZOERH

BRI R85 TR KRR ICIE, RO XML L CREEHRB/RES Nz FRERL
[ARNEHEFE—D ) DL OORFEHEL] (2007) (&, BHEEHCISEIEFZITH, 41 ¥ R
ETAYAE [HEME] BREVIAHEACERZZDICTEEEZBRGICHALZEZADLIHEE D,
LH—EEE 5 EEAHERPFEREEHSGETCESL T T, HARANLEED [EH] Off &
HVETEICH VTV S, JLANIEE THARNZEEZ &9 %A TE 20— WEREOFHET
b5l (2008) (&, HRARER L KRIERICEBICH DN TV HFHERL ARXMELR &, EPYoE
HLWME, INFTOREHBOBELEF R, BAEZ L TR KFEHBFTEE L5
BOEBEREXPLO0DL, LERET L. (AL E 2, TERANEEESY &) FATE20]
THAICHEESEN Lo ZBEERPTREEE L o7z, [HRAD [RE] OFEEFE]
BY T, 201141 T2 BRIERE L HRA—ABIE L BEEP O A B EFEFEEN] L LTF
EDz, TBREFFELMGET H 2 L1d, TOMRADEZEHEFONELCHVERGET 52 ETHH
D, ARADPREEE EH)MEF->TELPEEZLOITHIT CUIEN WIS TH S,

T2, ARWEN [AFVADSHE] [TAUVIOSHE] L) L VEBHRZII 2 =Fr—
a Y DO¥ThDlingua franca (lFE) & L TibNLTW A Ew) kit (Jenkins 2007; Jenkins
2009; Seidlhofer 2011) & . Kachru?¥19924FICE# L7 EFL TR E L NGB VHAAIZ E 5T
DOFFEOHREZRETZ LE, 23 Z D HEAAPBAEZATY S, H5WVITER I FGEILM
DD, V) ZEEEZDWTIZEEIESL D,

2 Kachru (1992) TIIHHROKFE%L ENL (English as a native language) . ESL (English as a second lan-
guage). EFL (English as a foreign language) ®32I24), HARIZBIFLHFEIZEFLTH A L L7z,
EFLE L TLHZHNBEFET, FREFTOUFE L TESLGRTH D, AENAT o 725675 L3 ff
L LNV, FOEOHETIEIELN TRV, EEFRENL, LA L, Jenkins (2009:
20-21) DI/ THIWHL A LI, HLFEDEIIBIT L EFHEAEFLZ D ESLZ D> &\ o 72#i5]
EE—HIZTER2HDTIE RV, BIZIE, HERSEOREAMICEHO 520 Y =7 ALRr 5 DL v
VT EOHMM R A VTRV $AGER, SMEREEOHAREANFT 71 ATT T AN
FRIMFICHEFETRLEOTVLE Y 25280813, EYDHET L0, Lwo-MEN XS,
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